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Hasan Hadith
ULOOM AL-HADITH 20

Similar to sahih hadith, there are three conditions

1. Chain

2. Narrators

3. Text

Bahz bin Hakim narrated from his father, from his grandfather who said

"I said: 'O Messenger of Allah! Who most deserves(my) reverence?' He 

said: 'Your mother.'" He said: "I said: 'Then who?' He said: 'Your mother.'" 

He said: "I said: 'Then who?' He said: 'Your mother.'" He said: "I said: 

'Then who?' He said: 'Then your father, then the nearest relatives, then the 

nearest relatives.'"

Hadith chain 

& narrators

Hadith text

The Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص  said, “O Ibn ̀ Umar, protect your deen! It is your flesh and blood. Take it from those that are steadfast and not for those that

deviate.” (Kanz al-Ummaal)

Dabt (ضبط)
a) Precise in memory (تام)

b) Incomplete precision in memory (غ تام)

`Adalah (عدالة)
1. A Muslim

2. Adult بالغ( )

3. Sound intellect عاقل( )

4. Does not engage in clear sins (major sins or 

continuing in minor sins). فسق( )

5. Free of bad manners and questionable habits 

)املُروءة خوارم )

21

Hasan Hadith
Evaluating the Narrators

ULOOM AL-HADITH

Hasan Hadith
ULOOM AL-HADITH 22

Similar to sahih hadith, there are three conditions

1. Chain

2. Narrators

3. Text

Bahz bin Hakim narrated from his father, from his grandfather who said

"I said: 'O Messenger of Allah! Who most deserves(my) reverence?' He 

said: 'Your mother.'" He said: "I said: 'Then who?' He said: 'Your mother.'" 

He said: "I said: 'Then who?' He said: 'Your mother.'" He said: "I said: 

'Then who?' He said: 'Then your father, then the nearest relatives, then the 

nearest relatives.'"

Hadith chain 

& narrators

Hadith text
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Hasan Hadith
ULOOM AL-HADITH 23

Types of Hasan

1. Hasan in and of itself (حسن لذاته)

2. Hasan by another narration (ه (حسن لغ

`Asim bin `Ubaydullah said, “I heard Abdullah bin Amr bin 

Rabi`ah narrate from his father:

‘A woman from Banu Fazarah was married for (the dowry of) two 

sandals. So the Messenger of Allah said to her: 'Do you approve of 

(exchanging) yourself and your wealth for two sandals?' She said: 

'Yes.'" He said: "So he permitted it.’”

Hadith is ‘da`if’

belief

worship

history

Ruling (الحكم) of a hasan hadith
INTRO 24

According to the scholars of fiqh and the majority of muhaddithun, both types of 

hasan hadith are to be acted upon* just like sahih hadith even though they are 

weaker. 

worldly activities

And more…

*If fit to be practiced upon.

Da`if Hadith
ULOOM AL-HADITH 25

Similar to sahih and hasan hadith, there are three conditions

1. Chain

2. Narrators

3. Text

`Asim bin `Ubaydullah said, “I heard Abdullah bin Amr bin 

Rabi`ah narrate from his father:

‘A woman from Banu Fazarah was married for (the dowry of) two 

sandals. So the Messenger of Allah said to her: 'Do you approve of 

(exchanging) yourself and your wealth for two sandals?' She said: 

'Yes.'" He said: "So he permitted it.’”

Hadith is ‘da`if’
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Da`if Hadith
ULOOM AL-HADITH 26

Types of da`if

1. An incomplete chain 

2. Not trustworthy in deen or imprecise in narrating

3. Chain that is problematic due to discrepancies or defects.

1. Never Acceptable- This the opinion of a few like Abu Bakr ibn al-`Arabi

and Yayha ibn Ma`in.

2. Always acceptable- This is the opinion of Imam Abu Dawud and Imam 

Ahmad.

Ruling (الحكم) of a da`if hadith
ULOOM AL-HADITH 27

The scholars have differed into 3 groups when it comes to acting on da`if hadith

3. Acceptable in matters of virtue (فضائل), advice, history and the like. Not 

acceptable in beliefs and rulings. This is the correct opinion according to the 

majority of scholars like Imam al-Bayhaqi, Ibn al-Mubarak, Ibn `Abd al-Barr, 

Imam Nawawi and others.

1. They should be in matters other than beliefs and rulings.

2. Hadith shouldn’t be excessively da`if

Conditions to Using Da`if Hadith
ULOOM AL-HADITH 28

According to Hafiz Ibn al-Hajar there are 4 conditions

3. The hadith mentions something that is already sanctioned in the shari`ah.

4. A person not think that these actions are solidly proven, but rather they 

are done out of caution in that they are likely correct



2/8/2017

4

Types of Hadith According to Attribution
ULOOM AL-HADITH 29

أ مقعَدُه مَن النَّارِ  ًدا فليتبَوَّ َمن كذَب عيلَّ متعمِّ

“Whoever attributes a lie to me intentionally, he should take his seat in the Fire.”

Mass Transmitted Hadith: الحديث املتواتر

A hadith that meets four criteria:

1. Transmitted from a large number of people by a large number of people.

2. Impossible for that group to have gotten together to agree upon a lie. 

3. A large group is found in every generation from the initial narrators of the hadith to the end.

4. The initial narrators of the hadith saw or heard the hadith being narrated. 

ULOOM AL-HADITH 30

Ruling: Mass transmitted hadith convey knowledge with certainty and necessity ( العلم اليقينّي

 In other words, knowledge that cannot be doubted and obliges us to follow it. Denying .(الرضوريّ 

it is kufr.

Mass Transmitted Hadith: الحديث املتواتر

Two Types:

1. Literal (لفظي): The narrators have narrated the same wording.

2. Meaning (معنوي): The wording and at times, the meaning is not the same, but they are describing the 

same thing (for example, an incident that took place or a habit of the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص.)

Example: Hadiths that come for raising the hands during du`ah.

ULOOM AL-HADITH 31
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3 Types

1. Gharib narrated by one :(الغريب)

2. `Aziz (العزيز): Narrated by two (or three)

3. Mash-hur Narrated by three or more :(املشهور)

Single Narrator Hadith: الحديث اآلحاد

A hadith with a chain that has a smaller number of narrators such that it doesn’t reach the level of 

mass-transmitted.

ULOOM AL-HADITH 32

`Abd al-Majid narrated from Malik from Zayd ibn Aslam from `Ata’ ibn Yasar from 

Abu Sa`id al-Khudri that the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص said, “Actions are rewarded according to 

their intention.”

Gharib: الغريب

A hadith that was narrated by just one individual in any given generation of narrators. 

Single Narrator Hadith 33

Two Types:

1. The text and chain of hadith is narrated by one individual. This can be an entire hadith or a 

portion of a hadith.

2. The text has been narrated by others, but the chain is narrated by one individual. For example, 

everyone narrates a hadith through a group of Companions, while the same text is narrated by some 

from just one other Companion.

Anas and Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص said, "By Him in Whose 

Hands my life is, none of you will have faith till he loves me more than his father and 

his children."

Aziz: العزيز

A hadith that was narrated by just two (or three) people in any given generation of narrators.

Single Narrator Hadith 34
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Mash-hur in the linguistic use among the Arabs will refer to a hadith that it is well-known among 

the people. It may be entirely fabricated or sahih.

Mash-hur: املشهور

A hadith that was narrated by a group of three people or more in any given generation of narrators.

Single Narrator Hadith 35

`Usool al-Fiqh

In the terminology of `usool al-fiqh, it is a narration that was not mass-transmitted in the first 

generation of its narrators, but became mass-transmitted thereafter.

According to this definition, it gives certainty that it is from the first generation (usually 

Companions). 

`Mawdu: املوضوع

Chain Characteristics 36

How do we recognize a mawdu` hadith?

1.   The fabricator himself tells us. 

`Ali ibn Jarir narrated, “I heard `Umar bin Subh say, “I have fabricated a speech of the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص.”

2. The hadith tells us. 

Al-Rabi` ibn Khaytham said, “Indeed, the hadith have a light like the daylight from which it is recognized. 

And there is a darkness like the night from which it is rejected.”

3. The fabricator tells us through his actions. 

A person who belongs to a deviant group narrating hadith that supports their deviation such as a Rafidi 

narrating about the virtues of the ahl al-bayt.

A hadith that has been fabricated and attributed to the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص.

`Mawdu: املوضوع

Chain Characteristics 37

How do we recognize a mawdu` hadith?

4. The hadith goes against what is known from Qur’an, mutawatir hadith, definitive consensus ( ع االج

.(دليل العقل) or scholarly intellectual proof (القطعي

5. A matter of importance is claimed to have been mentioned by a large group, yet the hadith is only 

found with one individual.

6. A muhaddith cannot find the hadith with any of the muhaddithun nor mentioned in any book.

7. The hadith mentions an overly harsh punishment for a small issue or action.

A hadith that has been fabricated and attributed to the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص.
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`Mawdu: املوضوع

Chain Characteristics 38

Why do people fabricate hadith?

1. To damage the deen

2. To support their group

3. To gain the favor of powerful people

4. To profit or make money

5. To gain reward with Allah.

Abu `Ismah said, “I saw that people turned away from the Qur’an and instead were busy in the fiqh of Abu 

Hanifah and the narrations of Ibn Ishaq about the Prophet’s ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص military expeditions, so I fabricated them 

hoping for reward.”

6. To narrate a unique hadith hoping for fame.

A hadith that has been fabricated and attributed to the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص.

`Mawdu: املوضوع

Chain Characteristics 39

Does the existence of fabrications harm the reliability of Hadith?

In fact, fabrications have served to strengthen the reliability of hadith. If it weren’t for fabrications, the field 

of `uloom al-hadith would not have developed as it has. They have brought about extreme care in the hadith 

chain such that the narrator is now expected to cite his chain. Thousands upon thousands of students 

continue to travel to obtain reliable chains of narration. Each individual in the chain is subject evaluation by 

the rules of jarh and ta`dil. As we have seen, even the text is not beyond scholarly examination.

“Whoever attributes a lie to me intentionally, he should take his seat in the Fire.”

Ruling: Fabricating a hadith knowingly is a major sin and haram. According to the majority, considering 

it to be allowable is kufr.

When Hadiths Outwardly Contradict - Reconciliation

ULOOM AL-HADITH 40

“Disease does not transmit from one person to another...”

“Run from the leper as if you’re running from a lion.” 

1st Step: Reconcile (الجمع) the two in a way that isn’t contradictory by practicing on both of them.
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When Hadiths Outwardly Contradict – Abrogation

ULOOM AL-HADITH 41

Recognizing Abrogation

1. Allah and His Messenger ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص indicated a change

The Messenger of Allah ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص said: "I used to prohibit you from (eating) the meat of udhiyyah beyond three 

days so that those who have the ability would give to those who do not have it. So (now) eat as you like, feed 

others, and store it.“

2. A Companion indicated a change

Jabir said, “The last practice of the Messenger of Allah ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص was to not perform ablution after taking 

anything that was cooked with fire.”

2nd Step: Abrogation (النسخ)- An order from earlier is removed by Allah and replaced with another.  

When Hadiths Outwardly Contradict - Abrogation

ULOOM AL-HADITH 42

Recognizing Abrogation

3. Knowing that one command came after the other in time.

“Both the one performing cupping and the one to whom it is being done have broken their fast.”

“The Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص had cupping done while he was a muhrim and fasting.”

4. A change is known by scholarly consensus (ع .(االج

Jabir said, “When we performed our Hajj with the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص we would say the talbiyah for the women 

and we would stone for the boys.”

Imam al-Tirmidhi clarifies, “The scholarly consensus is that no one may say talbiyah for a woman. Rather, 

she should say talbiyah for herself, and it is disliked for her to raise her voice when doing it.”

When Hadiths Outwardly Contradict – Abrogation

ULOOM AL-HADITH 43

The muhaddith `Abdullah Sirajuddin wrote, “The study of and deep understanding in the field of abrogation 

is more akin to usool al-fiqh as Ibn Kathir and others have clarified. This is because the scholar of fiqh

deduces the rulings from hadith and so, he needs to be familiar with this field. As for the muhaddith, his 

task is to relay exactly what he has heard from the hadith.”

2nd Step: Abrogation (النسخ)- An order from earlier is removed by Allah and replaced with another.  
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When Hadiths Outwardly Contradict – Preference & Withholding

ULOOM AL-HADITH 44

3. If abrogation is not proven, then preference is given to one over the other based on many factors. 

Imam al-Suyuti condenses them into 7:

a) Narrator(s) characteristic(s): their number, the length of the chain, their ability in fiqh, etc.

b) Method of transmission: memorized, written, etc.

c) Literal narration vs. interpretation

d) Madinan vs. Makkan narration

e) Based on the wording: general statement vs specific statement, literal vs metaphorical, etc.

f) According to the ruling being conveyed: impermissible vs. allowable

g) Based upon another proof: Supported by Qur’an, other hadiths or scholarly opinion

4. If neither reconciliation, abrogation nor preference is possible, then we withhold comment on the two 

hadith.

3rd & 4th Step: Giving preference for one hadith (الرتجيح) or withholding judgement (التوقف).  

45

Misconception
Fiqh versus Hadith

Islamic rulings are obtained from 4 broad sources:

1. Qur’an

2. Hadith

3. Scholarly Consensus

4. Analogy

46

Misconception
Not every sahih or hasan hadith is practiced

The scholars of hadith want to know if the hadith has reached in a way that

makes it sahih. The scholars of fiqh have to take into account other knowledges.
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ULOOM AL-HADITH 47

َ الظُّْهِر َوالَْعْرصِ وَ  ْ َ الَْمْغرِِب َوالِْعشَ َعِن ابِْن َعبَّاٍس، قَاَل َجَمَع رَُسوُل اللَِّه صىل الله عليه وسلم بَ ْ ِ بَ ْ اِء ِبالَْمِدينَِة ِمْن َغ

َخْوٍف َوالَ َمطَرٍ 

Ibn ‘Abbas said, “The Messenger of Allah prayed Zuhr and ‘Asr together and Maghrib and ‘Isha

together in Madinah in the absence of any fear or rain.”
Sahih li-Muslim, Sharh Ma’ani al-Athar, Sunan Abu Dawud, Sunan al-Nasai.

بْيَاِن النَِّساِء َونَرِْمي َعِن ا َعْن َجاِبٍر، قَاَل كُنَّا إِذَا َحَجْجنَا َمَع النَِّبيِّ صىل الله عليه وسلم فَُكنَّا نُلَبِّي َعنِ  . لصِّ

Jabir said, “"When we performed our Hajj with the Prophet we would say the talbiyah for the 

women and we would stone for the boys.“
Sunan al-Tirmidhi

48

Misconception
Contextualizing the Narrator

Hadith cannot be viewed in isolation.

Often, it is important to not just look at the context of the hadith, but the

context of the narrator.

49

Misconception
Sahih isn’t always right,

Da`if isn’t always wrong

Abu Hurairah narrated that the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص said: "Whoever is overcome by vomiting,

then he is not required to make up (the fast), and whoever vomits on purpose, then he

must make it up." (Tirmidhi)
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50

Misconception
“When a hadith is authentic, it is my opinion.”

“Only that scholar can assume this task who has reached the ranks of ijtihad. It was such a

person who Imam al-Shafi`i was addressing when he said, ‘When you find the hadith of

the Messenger of Allah ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص contrary to my opinion, then opt for the hadith and leave my

opinion’ and this is not everyone’s task.”

51

Misconception
Rejecting Taqlid in Fiqh but Accepting it in Hadith 

The only way to follow hadith is to do taqlid of those that have graded them as “this is

sahih, this is da`if, this should be practiced, this should not be practiced, this should be

taken and this should not.” This is all taqlid of their grading.

52

Misconception
Should We Read Hadith on Our Own?

There are many benefits to reading hadith as long as you temper it with the knowledge that

when it comes to the intricate knowledge of aqidah and fiqh, you have to relegate those

hadith to the scholars. You can read them, but be wary of implementing them until your

knowledge is complete or you ask another.
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