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Uloom al-Hadith
Science of  the Hadith of  the Messenger

Presented by: Mateen A. Khan

ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص

Knowledge Comes From the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص

• Gain knowledge to practice it

• Practice it for Allah’s Pleasure

• `Uloom al-Hadith: a path towards practicing the 

Sunnah, a path towards Allah’s Pleasure

• The muhaddithun are the khulafa’ of the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص
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Know Where You’re Getting Your Knowledge
“`Ilm is your deen. So look at who you take it from.” Muhammad ibn Sireen

INTRO

Surah Aal Imran, Ayah 31

هَ  ِ يُْحبِ قُْل إِن كُنتُْم تُِحبُّوَن اللـَّ ُه  فَاتَِّبُعو بُْكُم اللـَّ

ُه َغُفوٌر َوا ۗ◌ َويَْغِفْر لَُكْم ذُنُوبَُكْم  رَِّحيمٌ للـَّ

O Muhammad, say to the believers: If you 

love Allah, then follow me. Allah will love 

you and forgive you your sins. For Allah is 

Forgiving and Merciful
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Through `uloom al-hadith we learn how to follow the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص and obey Allah

INTRO
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What is Hadith?

قوال او فعال او تقريرا او صفةملسو هيلع هللا ىلص هو ما اضيف اىل رسول الله 

Hadith is any of the statements, actions, implied consent or characteristics attributed to 

Allah’s Messenger ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص.

)7الحرش ( ۖ◌ َواتَُّقوا اللَّـَه  ۚ◌ َوَما آتَاكُُم الرَُّسوُل فَُخُذوُه َوَما نََهاكُْم َعنُْه فَانتَُهوا 

And whatever the Messenger has given you - take; and what he has forbidden you - refrain 

from. And fear Allah

ًا ﴿ َم اْآلِخَر َوذَكََر اللَّـهَ لََّقْد كَاَن لَُكْم ِيف رَُسوِل اللَّـِه أُْسَوٌة َحَسنٌَة لَِّمن كَاَن يَرُْجو اللَّـَه َوالْيَوْ  ﴾ االحزاب٢١كَِث

There has certainly been for you in the Messenger of Allah an excellent example for anyone 

whose hope is in Allah and the Last Day and [who] remembers Allah often. (21)

It is universally accepted by Islamic scholars that after the Qur’an, the next source of divine knowledge is the Hadith of the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص

ئا عىل الرجل متكيوشك ": أن رسول الله صىل الله عليه وسلم قال

م كتاب بيننا وبينك: أريكته، يحدث بحديث من حديثي، فيقول

يه الله عز وجل، ف وجدنا فيه من حالل استحللناه، وما وجدنا ف

لم من حرام حرمناه، أال وإن ما حرم رسول الله صىل الله عليه وس

.صحيحابن ماجه بسند ". اللهمثل ما حرم 

The Messenger of Allah (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said: "Soon there will 

come a time that a man will be reclining on his 

pillow, and when one of my hadith is narrated, he will 

say: 'The Book of Allah is (sufficient) between us and 

you. Whatever it states is permissible, we will take as 

permissible, and whatever it states is forbidden, we 

will take as forbidden.' Verily, whatever the 

Messenger of Allah (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) has forbidden is like that 

which Allah has forbidden.”
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The Hadith Rejecters
الحديثمنكرو 

INTRO

Protection of the Hadith
INTRO

Protected and 
transmitted in 

three ways

1

Hadith were 
transmitted just 
like the Qur’an

2

If the Hadith 
weren’t meant to 
be protected, why 

would we be 
commanded to 

follow it?

3
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Protection of Hadith
INTRO 7

Memory

Practice

Writing

The Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص said, "May Allah beautify a man who hears a saying of mine, then he 

understands it, remembers it, and conveys it.” (Tirmidhi 2658)

“I used to write everything which I heard from the Messenger of Allah ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص... The Quraysh 

prohibited me saying: Do you write everything that you hear from him while the Messenger 

of Allah ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص is a human being… So I stopped writing, and mentioned it to the Messenger of 

Allah ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص. He signaled with his finger to his mouth and said: Write, by Him in Whose hand 

my soul lies, only truth comes out of it.” (Sunan Abu Dawud 3646)

O Muhammad, say to the believers, “If you love Allah, then follow me.” (Aal Imran 31)
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Riwayah refers to the narrations themselves:

Statements, Actions, Characteristics and Implicit 

Consent of the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص.

)تقريراته ،صفاته ،افعاله ،أقواله(

Compilation began by scholars like Imam al-Zuhri under the instruction of `Umar bin `Abd al-`Aziz
in 100 H. It has continued from that day until today.
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The Narrations :الرواية
“Indeed, knowledge isn’t lost until it is kept hidden.” ̀ Umar bin `Abd al-`Aziz

`ULOOM AL-HADITH
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Dirayah refers to the science through which we 

recognize riwayah, its conditions, its types and its 

acceptance. In addition, it also includes the lives and 

conditions of the narrators and the rulings having to 

do with their acceptance as narrators.
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The Recognition :الدراية 
(of the riwayat and their narrators)

`ULOOM AL-HADITH

Hadith Terminology
ULOOM AL-HADITH 11

Hadith chain

( االسناد \السند )
The chain of narrators who narrate a hadith back to its source.

The actual body/ text of the hadith that the chain refers back to.
Hadith text

( (امل

Ibn Abu `Umar narrated to us that Sufyan narrated from 

`Amr ibn Dinar from Abu Qabus from `Abdullah ibn `Amr, 

who said:

The Messenger of Allah said: “Al-Rahman has mercy on those 

that are merciful. Be merciful to those on earth so that the One 

in the heaven will be merciful to you.”

Hadith chain

Hadith text

Hadith Terminology
ULOOM AL-HADITH 12

Prophetic Hadith

(الحديث النبوي)

Khabr

(الخرب)

Athar 

(االثر)

Used by most interchangeably with hadith. Although, some have 

used hadith solely for the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص and khabr for others. 

Those hadith that are attributed to the Prophet or a Companion. 

Others have only used it for the former.

The statements, actions, characteristics and implicit consent of 

the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص. The word ‘hadith’ derives from an Arabic root 

word meaning something that is created or new. This is in 

contrast to the Qur’an, which is timeless (قديم).
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Famous Hadith Collections
ULOOM AL-HADITH 13

Sahih Bukhari

Sahih Muslim

Sunan Abu Dawud

Sunan al-Nasa’i

Sunan al-Tirmidhi

Sunan ibn Majah

Muwatta Malik

Musnad Ahmad

Sahih Hadith
ULOOM AL-HADITH 14

For a hadith to be sahih, it needs to meet 3 conditions

1. Chain

2. Narrators

3. Text

Ibn Abu `Umar narrated to us Sufyan narrated from 

`Amr ibn Dinar from Abu Qabus from `Abdullah ibn 

`Amr, who said:

The Messenger of Allah said: “Al-Rahman has mercy on 

those that are merciful. Be merciful to those on earth so 

that the One in the heaven will be merciful to you.”

Hadith chain 

& narrators

Hadith text

The Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص said, “O Ibn ̀ Umar, protect your deen! It is your flesh and blood. Take it from those that are steadfast and not from those that

deviate.” (Kanz al-`Ummaal)

Dabt (ضبط)
a) Precise in memory (تام)

b) Incomplete precision in memory (غ تام)

`Adalah (عدالة)
1. A Muslim

2. Adult بالغ( )

3. Sound intellect عاقل( )

4. Does not engage in clear sins (major sins or 

continuing in minor sins). فسق( )

5. Free of bad manners and questionable habits 

)املُروءة خوارم )
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Sahih Hadith
Evaluating the Narrators

ULOOM AL-HADITH
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O Believers, if there comes to you a disobedient one with information, be discerning so as not to afflict a people out of ignorance and become 

regretful over what you have done. (Surah al-Hujurat, ayah 6)

Text
1. Free from Discrepancy

2. Free from Defect

Chain
The chain is complete from the teacher to the 

source with every narrator being known.

16

Sahih Hadith
Evaluating the Chain & Text

ULOOM AL-HADITH

Sahih Hadith
ULOOM AL-HADITH 17

Types of Sahih

1. Sahih in and of itself (صحيح لذاته)

2. Sahih by another narration (ه (صحيح لغ

Muhammad bin `Amr narrates from Abu Salamah from 

Abu Hurayrah:

Allah's Messenger ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص said, "If I had not found it hard 

for my followers or the people, I would have ordered 

them to clean their teeth with siwak for every prayer."

Hadith is ‘hasan’

Sahih Hadith
ULOOM AL-HADITH 18

Types of Sahih

1. Sahih in and of itself (صحيح لذاته)

2. Sahih by another narration (ه (صحيح لغ

Abu al-Zinad narrates from al-A`raj from Abu 

Hurayrah:

Allah's Messenger ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص said, "If I had not found it hard 

for my followers or the people, I would have ordered 

them to clean their teeth with siwak for every prayer."

Hadith is ‘sahih’
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belief

worship

history

Ruling (الحكم) of a sahih hadith
INTRO 19

It is mandatory to practice upon sahih hadith*

*If fit to be practiced upon.

worldly activities

And more…

Hasan Hadith
ULOOM AL-HADITH 20

Similar to sahih hadith, there are three conditions

1. Chain

2. Narrators

3. Text

Bahz bin Hakim narrated from his father, from his grandfather who said

"I said: 'O Messenger of Allah! Who most deserves(my) reverence?' He 

said: 'Your mother.'" He said: "I said: 'Then who?' He said: 'Your mother.'" 

He said: "I said: 'Then who?' He said: 'Your mother.'" He said: "I said: 

'Then who?' He said: 'Then your father, then the nearest relatives, then the 

nearest relatives.'"

Hadith chain 

& narrators

Hadith text

The Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص  said, “O Ibn ̀ Umar, protect your deen! It is your flesh and blood. Take it from those that are steadfast and not for those that

deviate.” (Kanz al-Ummaal)

Dabt (ضبط)
a) Precise in memory (تام)

b) Incomplete precision in memory (غ تام)

`Adalah (عدالة)
1. A Muslim

2. Adult بالغ( )

3. Sound intellect عاقل( )

4. Does not engage in clear sins (major sins or 

continuing in minor sins). فسق( )

5. Free of bad manners and questionable habits 

)املُروءة خوارم )

21

Hasan Hadith
Evaluating the Narrators

ULOOM AL-HADITH
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Hasan Hadith
ULOOM AL-HADITH 22

Similar to sahih hadith, there are three conditions

1. Chain

2. Narrators

3. Text

Bahz bin Hakim narrated from his father, from his grandfather who said

"I said: 'O Messenger of Allah! Who most deserves(my) reverence?' He 

said: 'Your mother.'" He said: "I said: 'Then who?' He said: 'Your mother.'" 

He said: "I said: 'Then who?' He said: 'Your mother.'" He said: "I said: 

'Then who?' He said: 'Then your father, then the nearest relatives, then the 

nearest relatives.'"

Hadith chain 

& narrators

Hadith text

Hasan Hadith
ULOOM AL-HADITH 23

Types of Hasan

1. Hasan in and of itself ( لذاتهحسن  )

2. Hasan by another narration ( هحسن  لغ )

`Asim bin `Ubaydullah said, “I heard Abdullah bin Amr bin 

Rabi`ah narrate from his father:

‘A woman from Banu Fazarah was married for (the dowry of) two 

sandals. So the Messenger of Allah said to her: 'Do you approve of 

(exchanging) yourself and your wealth for two sandals?' She said: 

'Yes.'" He said: "So he permitted it.’”

Hadith is ‘da`if’

belief

worship

history

Ruling (الحكم) of a hasan hadith
INTRO 24

According to the scholars of fiqh and the majority of muhaddithun, both types of 

hasan hadith are to be acted upon* just like sahih hadith even though they are 

weaker. 

worldly activities

And more…

*If fit to be practiced upon.
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Da`if Hadith
ULOOM AL-HADITH 25

Similar to sahih and hasan hadith, there are three conditions

1. Chain

2. Narrators

3. Text

`Asim bin `Ubaydullah said, “I heard Abdullah bin Amr bin 

Rabi`ah narrate from his father:

‘A woman from Banu Fazarah was married for (the dowry of) two 

sandals. So the Messenger of Allah said to her: 'Do you approve of 

(exchanging) yourself and your wealth for two sandals?' She said: 

'Yes.'" He said: "So he permitted it.’”

Hadith is ‘da`if’

Da`if Hadith
ULOOM AL-HADITH 26

Types of da`if

1. An incomplete chain 

2. Not trustworthy in deen or imprecise in narrating

3. Chain that is problematic due to discrepancies or defects.

1. Never Acceptable- This the opinion of a few like Abu Bakr ibn al-`Arabi

and Yayha ibn Ma`in.

2. Always acceptable- This is the opinion of Imam Abu Dawud and Imam 

Ahmad.

Ruling (الحكم) of a da`if hadith
ULOOM AL-HADITH 27

The scholars have differed into 3 groups when it comes to acting on da`if hadith

3. Acceptable in matters of virtue (فضائل), advice, history and the like. Not 

acceptable in beliefs and rulings. This is the correct opinion according to the 

majority of scholars like Imam al-Bayhaqi, Ibn al-Mubarak, Ibn `Abd al-Barr, 

Imam Nawawi and others.
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1. They should be in matters other than beliefs and rulings.

2. Hadith shouldn’t be excessively da`if

Conditions to Using Da`if Hadith
ULOOM AL-HADITH 28

According to Hafiz Ibn al-Hajar there are 4 conditions

3. The hadith mentions something that is already sanctioned in the shari`ah.

4. A person not think that these actions are solidly proven, but rather they 

are done out of caution in that they are likely correct

Types of Hadith According to Attribution
ULOOM AL-HADITH 29

The Messenger of Allah ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص said, “The reward of deeds depends on the intentions.”

The Messenger of Allah ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص never missed the two raka`at before Fajr prayer. 

The Messenger of Allah ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص was neither too tall nor too short. Rather, he was of average 
height.

Khalid bin Walid said, “I ate from [the roasted lizard] while the Messenger of Allah ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص
was watching me.”

Narration attributed to the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص
الحديث املرفوع

ULOOM AL-HADITH 30
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There are two types

1. Explicit ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص a narration explicitly attributed to the Prophet :(رصيح)

2. Implicit  a narration that is not explicit in attribution to the :(حكمي)

Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص, but must have come from him such as a Companion 

saying, ‘We were commanded to…’ or ‘We were forbidden from…’ and 

so forth.

Narration attributed to the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص
الحديث املرفوع

ULOOM AL-HADITH 31

Sayyiduna `Umar said, “Gain knowledge before you are disgraced.”

Narration attributed to a Companion
الحديث املوقوف

ULOOM AL-HADITH 32

Mentioning the Prophet indirectly

Practices while with the Prophet

Originating from the Prophet

Referring to the “Sunnah”

Ayah’s revelation or explanation

Successor’s statement of marfu`

Mawquf that are Marfu` in Rulings

Imam Malik, one of the Followers, would say to his students when he gave them permission to teach, “Fear Allah, spread 

this knowledge and teach it. Do not hide it.”

Narration attributed to those after the Companions
الحديث املقطوع

ULOOM AL-HADITH 33

Two types of Successors

‘Elder’ (كبار): Those that narrated most of their hadith from Companions

‘Young’ (صغار): Those that narrated most of their hadith from other 

Successors


